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Catherine de? Medici is an "enigma" only to those who
start from the basis that she was a villain, and having taken
that as an axiom, then find (however much is explained away)
that there remain various qualities in her, and actions done
by her, which fit so ill with that axiom that all attempt to
reconcile the two has to be abandoned. But those who, divest-
ing their minds of the preconceived ideas implanted by the
biassed writers of a time of abnormally bitter conflict, judge
Catherine's character as it is now revealed in the fuller light
available from the State papers of various countries, who
measure her actions in due relation to the conditions and
standards of her time, and, lastly, who take equally into
consideration the light shades with the dark, will find Cather-
ine de' Medici no enigma at all, but a character, remaikable
indeed for energy, ability, and other striking qualities, but
yet thoroughly harmonious and easy to understand. Not
perhaps so well adapted for sensational methods of treat-
ment, but at all events real: a living character, not an impos-
sible phantom.

It is remarkable to see in how many ways Catherine shows
herself a true representative of the family of whose elder
branch she was the last descendant. The abnormal ability and
energy, the love of learning, fondness for field sports, artistic
taste, common-sense, power to sway those brought into con-
tact with her, and love of ruling, due to the conscious pos-
session of superior powers, all these characteristics which had
been prominent in her ancestors appear again in fullest
strength in her. It is also evident that she had much of that
same many-sided character which we have seen recorded of
her great-grandfather, Lorenzo the Magnificent,9 and seen
described as so difficult for the northern races of Europe to
understand, and as often causing him, too, to be styled by
them, with as little reason, an "enigma" and a "mystery."

Coming to other points more strictly personal to herself,
the first we notice is that she was undoubtedly cold and un-